Citizen Science surveys and recording by season

Autumn (Sept, Oct, Nov)

Winter (Dec, Jan, Feb)

Dead Good Deadwood

National Hedgehog Monitoring Programme
(classify images from wildlife cameras)
Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) | BTO

Tree Health Survey

Soil and Earthworm Survey

Pollinator surveys (flower-insect timed counts)
Great Scottish Squirrel Survey by Saving
Scotland’s Red Squirrels

Reptile & Amphibian surveys

National Reptile Survey

Freshwater survey

Bats — Sunset survey

Wildlife to observe and record:

Dragonflies —look for darters and hawkers
Butterflies and moths - look for red admirals,
speckled wood, carpet moths.

Ticks —record tick sightings and help track ‘tick
season’

Birds — summer visitors are leaving, winter
visitors are arriving

Trees & Plants - starting to seed, late-flowering
species

Fungi —many species first appear in autumn
along with the damp, colder weather
Hedgehogs - report sightings of live/dead
hedgehogs

Badgers —report sightings of live/dead badgers
and active setts

Invasive species —report sightings of 6 key
species

Dead Good Deadwood

National Hedgehog Monitoring Programme
(classify images from wildlife cameras)
Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) | BTO

RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch (Jan)

BSBI New Year Plant Hunt (Jan)

National Amphibian Survey

PondNet Spawn Survey

Wildlife to observe and record:

Dragonflies —look for darters and hawkers
Butterflies and moths — most butterflies and
moths overwinter in the larval or pupa stage.
Ticks —record tick sightings and help track ‘tick
season’

Birds —record winter visitors

Trees & Plants —record first proof of flowering
plants.

Fungi—the damp, colder weather is perfect for
fungi

Hedgehogs - report sightings of live/dead
hedgehogs

Badgers —report sightings of live/dead badgers
and active setts

Invasive species —report sightings of 6 key
species

Spring (Mar, Apr, May)

Summer (Jun, Jul, Aug)

Dead Good Deadwood

National Hedgehog Monitoring Programme
(classify images from wildlife cameras)
Pollinator surveys (flower-insect timed counts)
Birds in Greenspaces | BTO

Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) | BTO

National Reptile Survey

National Amphibian Survey

City Nature Challenge - National Biodiversity
Network (April)

PondNet Spawn Survey

Bats — Sunset survey

National Moth Recording Scheme

Swift Mapper

Bumblebee survey

Hedgerow survey

Water vole survey

Whale and Dolphin observations

Dead Good Deadwood

National Hedgehog Monitoring Programme
(classify images from wildlife cameras)
Pollinator surveys (flower-insect timed counts)
Birds in Greenspaces | BTO

Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) | BTO
National Reptile Survey

Big Butterfly Count (Jul/Aug)

Bats — Sunset survey

Swift Mapper

Hedgerow survey

Water vole survey

Newt surveying at night

Toads on Roads

Dragonfly recording and monitoring
Bumblebee survey

National Moth Recording Scheme

Whale and Dolphin observations



https://www.tcv.org.uk/scotland/dead-good-deadwood-survey/#:~:text=Deadwood%20is%20a%20tree%20or,the%20stability%20of%20woodland%20soil.
https://www.mammalweb.org/en/?view=projecthome&option=com_biodiv&project_id=416
https://www.mammalweb.org/en/?view=projecthome&option=com_biodiv&project_id=416
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/wetland-bird-survey
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/opal/surveys/treehealthsurvey/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/opal/surveys/soilsurvey/
https://ukpoms.org.uk/fit-counts
https://scottishsquirrels.org.uk/
https://scottishsquirrels.org.uk/
https://www.arguk.org/get-involved/local-groups
https://reptile-survey.arc-trust.org/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/opal/surveys/watersurvey/
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/national-bat-monitoring-programme/getting-started/sunset-survey
https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/areas/united-kingdom/scotland/
https://butterfly-conservation.org/butterflies/recording-and-monitoring
https://cvr-engagement.co.uk/ticks
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/birdtrack
https://www.tcv.org.uk/media_hub/seed-gathering-season-why-it-matters-for-wildlife-and-conservation/
https://plantchoir.com/blogs/news/why-fungi-choose-autumn
https://bighedgehogmap.org/
https://www.scottishbadgers.org.uk/be-involved/report/
https://invasivespecies.scot/report/
https://www.tcv.org.uk/scotland/dead-good-deadwood-survey/#:~:text=Deadwood%20is%20a%20tree%20or,the%20stability%20of%20woodland%20soil.
https://www.mammalweb.org/en/?view=projecthome&option=com_biodiv&project_id=416
https://www.mammalweb.org/en/?view=projecthome&option=com_biodiv&project_id=416
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/wetland-bird-survey
https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch
https://bsbi.org/take-part/activities/new-year-plant-hunt
https://amphibian-survey.arc-trust.org/
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/advice-resources/survey-methods-hub/pondnet-spawn-survey/
https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/areas/united-kingdom/scotland/
https://butterfly-conservation.org/news-and-blog/where-do-butterflies-and-moths-go-in-winter
https://cvr-engagement.co.uk/ticks
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/birdtrack
https://www.tcv.org.uk/media_hub/seed-gathering-season-why-it-matters-for-wildlife-and-conservation/
https://plantchoir.com/blogs/news/why-fungi-choose-autumn
https://bighedgehogmap.org/
https://www.scottishbadgers.org.uk/be-involved/report/
https://invasivespecies.scot/report/
https://www.tcv.org.uk/scotland/dead-good-deadwood-survey/#:~:text=Deadwood%20is%20a%20tree%20or,the%20stability%20of%20woodland%20soil.
https://www.mammalweb.org/en/?view=projecthome&option=com_biodiv&project_id=416
https://www.mammalweb.org/en/?view=projecthome&option=com_biodiv&project_id=416
https://ukpoms.org.uk/fit-counts
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/greenspaces
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/wetland-bird-survey
https://reptile-survey.arc-trust.org/
https://amphibian-survey.arc-trust.org/
https://nbn.org.uk/inaturalistuk/city-nature-challenge/
https://nbn.org.uk/inaturalistuk/city-nature-challenge/
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/advice-resources/survey-methods-hub/pondnet-spawn-survey/
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/national-bat-monitoring-programme/getting-started/sunset-survey
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/national-bat-monitoring-programme/getting-started/sunset-survey
https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/recording-and-monitoring/national-moth-recording-scheme
https://www.swiftmapper.org.uk/about
https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/beewalk-guidance-manual/
https://hedgerowsurvey.ptes.org/survey-guidelines
https://ptes.org/get-involved/surveys/countryside/national-water-vole-monitoring-programme/
https://shorewatch.whales.org/
https://www.tcv.org.uk/scotland/dead-good-deadwood-survey/#:~:text=Deadwood%20is%20a%20tree%20or,the%20stability%20of%20woodland%20soil.
https://www.mammalweb.org/en/?view=projecthome&option=com_biodiv&project_id=416
https://www.mammalweb.org/en/?view=projecthome&option=com_biodiv&project_id=416
https://ukpoms.org.uk/fit-counts
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/greenspaces
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/wetland-bird-survey
https://reptile-survey.arc-trust.org/
https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/about
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/national-bat-monitoring-programme/getting-started/sunset-survey
https://www.swiftmapper.org.uk/about
https://hedgerowsurvey.ptes.org/survey-guidelines
https://ptes.org/get-involved/surveys/countryside/national-water-vole-monitoring-programme/
https://www.froglife.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Amphibian-Survey-Booklet-Nov-2021-Update.pdf
https://www.froglife.org/what-we-do/toads-on-roads/
https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/recording-scheme/
https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/beewalk-guidance-manual/
https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/recording-and-monitoring/national-moth-recording-scheme
https://shorewatch.whales.org/

Wildlife to observe and record:

Hedgehogs - report sightings of live/dead
hedgehogs

Badgers —report sightings of live/dead badgers
and active setts

Butterflies and moths — keep an eye out for the
first butterflies/moths of the year

Ticks —record tick sightings and help track ‘tick
season’

Birds — winter visitors are leaving and summer
visitors start arriving. Look out for swifts,
chiffchaffs and ospreys.

Trees & Plants - leaves/flowers are starting to
blossom

Invasive species —report sightings of 6 key
species

Wildlife to observe and record:

Hedgehogs - report sightings of live/dead
hedgehogs

Badgers —report sightings of live/dead badgers
and active setts

Butterflies and moths — keep an eye out for the
first butterflies/moths of the year

Ticks —record tick sightings and help map the
distribution of ticks in the UK

Birds — birds are breeding and raising their
young

Trees & Plants — plants are in full bloom
Invasive species —report sightings of 6 key
species

Year-round surveys

Dead Good Deadwood

National Hedgehog Monitoring Programme (classify images from

wildlife cameras)
OPAL surveys

Living with Mammals survey - People's Trust for Endangered Species

The year in nature
Woodland Trust’s Nature Calendar

Survey calendar for beginners | Natural History Museum

Nature Recording Hub | Natural History Museum

Naturehood garden surveys
WeeForest surveys

The Great Nurdle Hunt

The Big Microplastic Survey
Rock Pool surveys

Other resources

Insects - Surveys - Buglife

British Geological Survey - Citizen science

SEPA Rainfall - Rainfall - Get Involved - Scottish Rainfall Data - provided by Scottish Environment Protection

Agency (SEPA)

Marine conservation society - Citizen Science

NatureScot - Citizen Science for biodiversity

SEPA - Scottish project finder



https://bighedgehogmap.org/
https://www.scottishbadgers.org.uk/be-involved/report/
https://butterfly-conservation.org/butterflies/recording-and-monitoring
https://cvr-engagement.co.uk/ticks
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/birdtrack
https://www.tcv.org.uk/media_hub/seed-gathering-season-why-it-matters-for-wildlife-and-conservation/
https://invasivespecies.scot/report/
https://bighedgehogmap.org/
https://www.scottishbadgers.org.uk/be-involved/report/
https://butterfly-conservation.org/butterflies/recording-and-monitoring
https://cvr-engagement.co.uk/ticks
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/birdtrack
https://www.tcv.org.uk/media_hub/seed-gathering-season-why-it-matters-for-wildlife-and-conservation/
https://invasivespecies.scot/report/
https://www.tcv.org.uk/scotland/dead-good-deadwood-survey/#:~:text=Deadwood%20is%20a%20tree%20or,the%20stability%20of%20woodland%20soil.
https://www.mammalweb.org/en/?view=projecthome&option=com_biodiv&project_id=416
https://www.mammalweb.org/en/?view=projecthome&option=com_biodiv&project_id=416
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/opal/surveys/
https://ptes.org/get-involved/surveys/garden/living-with-mammals/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/the-year-in-nature
https://naturescalendar.woodlandtrust.org.uk/?_gl=1*s1oboz*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3NzY3Nzg2OTYuQ2p3S0NBand3SnpQQmhCUkVpd0FKZkhSbmJTMmx2ZnFGdnpwSzJ6SHE4cU93bjJodi1veEZVRUowb0dfU1ZNZThFQ0V4VFFqd3VyTEx4b0MwRUlRQXZEX0J3RQ..*_gcl_dc*R0NMLjE3NzY3Nzg2OTYuQ2p3S0NBand3SnpQQmhCUkVpd0FKZkhSbmJTMmx2ZnFGdnpwSzJ6SHE4cU93bjJodi1veEZVRUowb0dfU1ZNZThFQ0V4VFFqd3VyTEx4b0MwRUlRQXZEX0J3RQ..*_gcl_au*MjA5MTM4Mzk5NC4xNzc1ODE1Mzc3*_ga*MTY4NDYyNDgyMC4xNzc1ODE1Mzc3*_ga_YYKVQEPV0X*czE3NzY3Nzg2OTUkbzMkZzAkdDE3NzY3Nzg2OTUkajYwJGwwJGg3NTUzNjgzMjE.
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/take-part/monitor-and-encourage-nature/getting-started-with-wildlife-monitoring/survey-calendar.html
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/take-part/monitor-and-encourage-nature/nature-recording-hub.html
https://www.naturehood.uk/survey-your-space
https://tinyforest.earthwatch.org.uk/get-involved#citizen-scientist
https://www.nurdlehunt.org.uk/take-part.html
https://microplasticsurvey.org/get-involved
https://www.therockpoolproject.co.uk/get-involved-group/become-a-bioblitzer
https://www.buglife.org.uk/get-involved/surveys/
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/geology-projects/citizen-science/
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/rainfall/GetInvolved
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/rainfall/GetInvolved
https://www.mcsuk.org/what-you-can-do/citizen-science/
https://www.nature.scot/citizenscience
https://www.environment.gov.scot/get-involved/project-finder/

